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A false smoke alarm nearly caused a datacenter meltdown at Jane Street

A false smoke alarm triggered a chain reaction that could have destroyed Jane Street's NYC datacenter. The alarm shut down cooling systems, leading to a dangerous rise in temperature before a systems engineer manually pulled power cords to prevent disaster.

Key points


	A false smoke alarm in a datacenter triggered sprinklers and shut down cooling systems.

	The shutdown of cooling systems led to a rapid temperature rise, risking server damage.

	A systems engineer ran to the datacenter and manually powered down servers to prevent overheating.

	The incident led to improved monitoring systems written in OCaml to detect temperature anomalies.

	The event highlights the importance of physical fail-safes and real-time monitoring in datacenters.



Why it matters

This story illustrates the critical need for robust monitoring and fail-safes in datacenters, especially when physical interventions are required. It also shows how even a false alarm can lead to real operational risks if not properly managed.

Counterpoint

The reliance on manual intervention in a datacenter is a significant risk, highlighting the limitations of human response in high-stakes, fast-moving environments.

Sources


	A false smoke alarm almost drowned Jane Street's only NYC datacenter (Hacker News)



This summary was written by a language model and may contain errors. Read the original for the full story.
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